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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:. 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which 
the invention was made. 

Claims 33-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
LowetalUS 3,671,497. 

Low et al US 3,671,497 teach a process for making highly fluorinated 
polyurethanes from prepolymer isocyanates such as toluene diisocyanate, a cross 
linking agent such as low molecular weight poly amines, e.g. phenylene diamines, 
a catalyst and a solvent. See, for example, column 1 lines 65-75, column 2 lines 3- 
6, 15, 39-44, 72, column 4 lines 46-48. 

Applicants' comments have been noted and considered but are not deemed 
persuasive of patentability. Notwithstanding applicants' comments it is noted that 
Low et al does teach the preparation of a fluorinated polyurethane. See, for 
example, column 1 lines 65-75, column 2 lines 3-6, 15. More particularly, Low et 
al teach reacting a prepolyer (e.g., a diol) with an isocyanate and a cross-linking 
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agent and a catalyst and a solvent to form a reaction mixture which to form 
polyurethane. See, for example, column 2 lines 6-75, particularly lines 3-6, 15, 39- 
44, and 72. 

Applicants also argue that Low et al. does teach a cross-linking agent, such 
as a polyol or a polyamine. While patentees may differ in the specific isocyanate, 
cross-linking agent, catalyst and solvent employed the reaction components are 
commensurate in scope with the generic recitation of applicants, e.g. claim 33 step 
a). 

Even though every limitation of the claimed process is not identically 
disclosed in Low et al they do overlap with the art's disclosure. To use somewhat 
different but otherwise analogous starting materials in an otherwise known process 
to obtain a known product would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art as the result would not have been unexpected and therefore unpatentable. 

Claims 20-32 are allowed. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Raymond Covington whose telephone number 
is (571) 272-0681. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Thomas McKenzie at telephone number (571) 272-0681. 
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Art Unit: 1625 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, 
contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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